Website Promotion & Optimisation

One of the key and most cost effective ways to both promote and inform people about you, your company, its service, products, events, news or opportunities is through a website. It is however not enough to simply build a website and hope that people visit it but promoting your site is just as important as building it in the first place.  

Website or search engine optimisation is effectively a marketing strategy for your website. The majority of internet users find websites by using search engines and around 80% of first time visitors to websites come in from one of the major search engines. It therefore seems obvious that the more you can do to make your website search engine friendly, the higher it will appear in search engine results and the greater amount of traffic your website will receive.

Search engines have effectively got huge databases of websites behind them. When someone uses a search engine to search for something, the search engine basically crawls these databases until it can find the closest match to the specific search request. The search engine then displays the results in a list, with the closest most relevant website first. The higher your website appears at the top of this list, the more likely someone is to click on the link to your website, buy one of your products, use one of your services or potentially attend one of your events.

If we were to compare other online and offline marketing techniques, search engine optimisation is proven to be both cost effective and have a higher results than those usually achieved by newspapers, magazines, direct mail, telephone etc. This is due to the fact that the person searching already has an interest in the area in which they were searching.

The following advice will help you improve the amount of traffic your website receives. 

KEYWORDS & PHRASES 

The starting point to making your website more search engine friendly is to do some research into what keywords or phrases people would use in a search engine to find a website like yours. Once you have a list of appropriate keywords and phrases do a competitor analysis to see who currently comes top when you search these phrases. 

WEBSITE CONTENT

The next step to making your website search engine friendly is to make sure that all the keywords and phrases that you have identified appear regularly in your website textual content i.e. in several of your web pages. Importantly try and use these targeted, keywords and phrases, high up in your web pages e.g. in your web page titles and opening paragraphs. 

Do however be sensible, do not over use these keywords and phrases so that your text becomes unintelligible or repetitive to the reader. Also several search engines frown upon overuse of words as they see this as ‘spamdexing’ and will kick you off their search engines. Simply find the right balance.

META TAGS

Meta tags are contained at the top of each of your web pages but do not appear in your browser. To see the meta tags in a page, go to ‘View’ in your browser’s menu and select ‘View Source’. This selection should open a new window that contains the computer code that builds the web page that you are viewing.

You should see three types of meta tags: Title, Description and Keywords.

· Title meta tag

In the title meta tag you will see the name of the web page you are on. You will notice that this title also appears at the top of the browser web page. Search engines give the highest priority, in terms of search engine results, to websites whose meta titles include the searched for words in them. Therefore make sure every web page you have has a meta title, preferably using one of your keywords or phrases in it.

· Description meta tag

The description meta tag’s purpose is to contain a brief summary of the contents of each web page. This description is also used when returning results in a search engine. As you will have noticed, when you do a search in a search engine it brings you back a list of links with text associated to each link, this is generally the description tag. It is therefore crucial that along with using keywords and phrases that you have identified earlier, that you also write something that clearly sets out what each page is about. It will after all be the deciding factor on if visitors decide to enter your website or not. 

Normally the limit for the meta description is 2,000 characters. Ensure not to enter superfluous terms, such as ‘web page’ as this doesn’t contribute to your ranking, along with taking up limited space, where you could have keywords or phrases.

· Keywords meta tag

The keywords meta tag is a straight forward comma separated list of keywords and phrases which you identified earlier as what visitors might use when trying to search for your website. It is important to keep your keywords relevant to each web page. Although not all search engines index these keywords, the ones that do give them a high priority when deciding where your website should appear in the search results.

WEBSITE ANALYSIS

To enable you to analyse and monitor how many hits, and more importantly visitors, your website is receiving it is crucial to have some sort of statistical analysis tool installed on your website. Google, the main search engine, offers a free web statistical tool called Google Analysis. To activate this tool all you need to do is register, then copy and paste a small amount of code into each of your web pages. Another benefit of using the Google Analysis tool is that it guarantees that Google crawls your website regularly. 

SUBMITTING TO DIRECTORIES

Once you have made your web pages search engine friendly, the first thing you should do in terms of website promotion is to get your website listed in the most popular internet directories. The key web directories can not only send you a substantial amount of traffic but can also affect how well your website is ranked in various search engines, it is therefore wise to ensure that your website is present in all of the major directories before doing anything else.

· The Open Directory Project (ODP)

Firstly, and most importantly, the Open Directory Project (ODP), sometimes referred to as dmoz, is the largest, most comprehensive, human-edited directory that you need to submit your website details to. It is the most widely distributed database of web content classified by humans. It powers the core directory services for the web's largest and most popular search engines and portals, including Google, Netscape Search, AOL Search, Lycos, HotBot, DirectHit, and hundreds of others. It can take weeks to get your entry approved, and you need to be very careful with choosing your category, but be patient, it is the most important directory for your website to be listed in.

http://dmoz.org
· Yahoo! Directory

After securing a listing with the Open Directory Project your next task is to get listed in the Yahoo! directory. If you are a commercial website then this might cost you a fair amount of money, around £200. The good news for non-commercial websites is that you can get listed for free, although you may need to be patient and submit several submissions before being accepted. More information on the submission process to Yahoo can be found at:

http://help.yahoo.com/help/uk/dir/suggest/
SUBMITTING TO SEARCH ENGINES

Now that your website has been included in the Open Directory Project and Yahoo! Directories you should already be receiving more traffic to your website than you were. The next task you have is to ensure that your website has a presence in, and is indexed by, all the major search engines. 

· Google

· Alta Vista

· Excite

· All the Web

PAY-PER-CLICK (PPC) & PAY FOR INCLUSION MARKETING: 

Pay-Per-Click (PPC) or Pay for Inclusion websites work by offering you advertisement space at the top or side of search engine result listings. It is a type of marketing campaign that can be quite expensive; however it is a great way to get targeted traffic visiting your website. It works on the principle that you bid (from 2p - £5) on the keywords or phrases that you think people will search for your website by. Once someone decides to click on your advertisement link, you pay your fee (from 2p - £5). If however nobody clicks on your link, you get free advertising i.e. you don’t pay anything for your position. That it is why it is called targeted marketing. These types of services can have very good results, however some websites are better suited than others e.g. especially if you sell products or services on your website. You can of course try it out, set a budget and monitor the success rate.

· Google AdWords

You create ads and choose keywords, which are words or phrases related to your business. When people search on Google using one of your keywords, your ad may appear next to the search results. Now you are advertising to an audience that is already interested in you. People can simply click your ad to make a purchase or learn more about you. It is that easy!

http://adwords.google.com
· LookSmart

LookSmart is your budget and people-friendly online advertising alternative. We offer businesses affordable, targeted Pay-Per-Click advertising to give you the most bang for your buck. We also offer accessible customer support to all advertisers, no matter the size.

https://adcenter.looksmart.com
· MIVA

MIVA is the new name for Espotting and the FindWhat.com Group. We are now one company, with one brand and one mission - to help businesses grow. MIVA Pay Per Click Ads: 1. Drive targeted leads to your website 2. You set the price, and only pay for the traffic MIVA delivers 3. Get listed on MIVA's network of partner website - we power over 2 billion queries each month.
www.miva.com/uk/
· Yahoo! Search Marketing

Getting your business prominent placement in search results is ensured with Yahoo! Search Marketing - the industry’s most comprehensive suite of search marketing and related products. It's the smartest and most cost effective way to sell your product or service online. You only pay when it works, leading to the highest return on your advertising investment. When you advertise with Yahoo! Search Marketing, your business appears in the search results on the UK's top Web sites, such as Yahoo!, AltaVista, Orange, and more!

http://searchmarketing.yahoo.com
RECIPROCAL LINKING

Another vital step you need to make toward search engine optimisation is to reciprocal link (using hyperlinks, preferably with some descriptive text) with other websites. Reciprocally linking with other relevant cultural websites e.g. the Aberdeenshire Arts website and other high profile websites e.g. the Scottish Arts Council, BBC etc will not only bring you visitors to your website, it will also greatly increase your link popularity, which helps your website rank higher in search engine results.

OTHER THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND

· How well your website is built

When building your website you should ensure that it is constructed in such a way that it is search engine friendly e.g. construction methods, such as frames are disliked by most search engines, try and construct your website using Cascading Style Sheets (CSS). Also ensure that each of your web pages loads quickly (no more than 8 seconds), and that it has textual content (typically 250 words) on each page, and is easy to navigate.

· Repeat visitors

To obtain repeat visitors to your website you need to give your visitors a reason to come back. This might sound obvious but by sending out targeted emails or e-bulletins highlighting opportunities, news items or future events you can entice people to drop by. You may also have regular special discount offers and keep the visitors coming back. No matter what it is, don’t expect visitors to return to your website if there isn’t any need for them to.

· Email signatures

It may sound silly, but it is good practice to make sure your website address is at the bottom of your email signature. This might not bring in thousands of visitors to your website but it is a great way to promote your website without having to do too much. Similarly make sure your website address is on your letter head and business cards.

FINALLY

Do not be too disheartened if your efforts do not instantly reap the sort of results you hoped for, it is a slow, ongoing process which in time will see your visitor number increase. A sample search on a number of search engines may help you determine a pattern, and if a rival’s website consistently out performs your own, study their meta tags and learn from their example. 

Do also remember registering your website to the various directories and search engines is sometimes a slow process so the sooner you start the ball rolling the better. Good luck!

ARTS RELATED DIRECTORIES:

Aberdeen-Music.com

A popular online community forum dedicated to the music scene of Aberdeen. Packed with articles; blogs; directories of venues, bands, labels, promoters, studios etc; info; links; what’s on; jukebox and lively forum. If you’re into music then you should be into aberdeen-music.com.

www.aberdeen-music.com
Aberdeenshire Arts

The arts and culture information gateway across Aberdeen & Aberdeenshire. A comprehensive what’s on guide, directories of artists and organisations, funding information, contacts & links, the latest local arts news, an e-bulletin service, opportunities for artists locally and nationwide as well as contact details for the Arts Development Team. 

www.aberdeenshirearts.org.uk
Axis

Axis is a directory of current practicing artists in the UK. Axis also runs a series of programmes designed to keep you up-to-date with current developments in contemporary British art. Axis recruits influential artists, curators, writers and commissioners as advisors to the programmes to ensure that Axis stays on the cutting edge - presenting you with the artists to watch and current key debates. 

www.axisweb.org
Best of the Web

This branch of the directory deals with all manner of creative and cultural aesthetics pertaining to a broad range of media and methods of creation, including but by no means limited to, the performing arts (such as music, theatre, and dance), visual arts (such as drawing, painting, and sculpture), and liberal arts, including architecture, art history, and classical studies.

http://botw.org/top/Arts/
Craft Scotland

Craftscotland is a national initiative set up by the Scottish Arts Council to provide a platform for the promotion and development of the Scottish craft sector. Craftscotland has expansive free online maker and venue directories which along with craft news, events, opportunities, training, business advice and an e-bulletin service, enables the public and the crafts community to discover and keep in touch with everything relating to craft. 

www.craftscotland.co.uk
Creative Cultures (Scotland)

Creative Cultures (Scotland) is a web portal for the creative industries in the Aberdeen City and Shire. Among the features are a what’s on section, newsroom, support and advice section along with comprehensive directories of practitioners, organisations and venues across all the creative sectors.

www.creativeculturescotland.co.uk
Local Artist

Local Artist is a not-for-profit virtual gallery created to allow amateur artists to showcase their artwork for free and in an environment that encourages them to contribute good quality material that otherwise would remain beyond view in private collections, often never seeing the light of day.

www.localartist.org.uk
The Saatchi Gallery

The Saatchi Gallery website provides artists with an opportunity to showcase their art to thousands of visitors every day, for free, through image galleries, administration areas, email, bulletin boards, chat areas, news groups, forums and/or other message or communication facilities designed to enable you to communicate with others. 

www.saatchi-gallery.co.uk
Uk-craft.com
Uk-craft.com is the uk's online directory-gallery service, promoting the contemporary craft work of designers and makers.  Our successful re-launch promises to provide our 300+ members with great new opportunities to promote and sell their work. 

www.uk-craft.com
Yahoo Directory

Explore sites about art history, artists, fine arts, humanities, performing arts, and crafts. Also features categories for organizations, services, museums, and criticisms of all types of art. 

http://dir.yahoo.com
OTHER DIRECTORIES:

Aberdeenshire Business Directory

The Aberdeenshire Business Directory provides an up to date source of information about businesses located in Aberdeenshire, North East Scotland. It is an essential tool both for sourcing local products and services and for identifying potential customers.

www.aberdeenshirebusiness.net
FreeIndex.co.uk

FreeIndex.co.uk is a free UK business directory which has business listings by category and location. Submit your company, products and services to our free business index.

www.freeindex.co.uk
Grampian Web Directory

A directory of websites relating to the Aberdeen and Grampian area; these can include companies, tourist information, services, charities, even home pages. The idea is to provide a listing of all sites in categories, ranging from the oil industry to local government so if you are looking for a particular type of site you know it is a local one and not one based on the other side of the world.

www.grampianwebdirectory.co.uk/Art.html
Yell.com (Yellow Pages online)

Yell.com puts the names, addresses and telephone numbers of over 1.7 million UK businesses at your fingertips. You can search by classification for companies matching the type of business you need, or you can look for details of a specific company by searching for a company name. The service covers the whole of the UK

www.yell.com
USEFUL WEBSITES:

Alexa

View traffic rankings, user reviews and other information about sites. You can also check your own site here and search for good topic specific directories where you can add your url.

www.alexa.com
Search Engine Watch

Search Engine Watch is the authoritative guide to searching at Internet search engines and search engine registration and ranking issues. Learn to submit URLs, use HTML meta tags and boost placement.

http://searchenginewatch.com
Virtual Promote

A collection of services, tools, resources, and collaborative efforts, each put together by and for the Internet's most diverse, knowledgeable, and masterful community of Internet professionals. There is a wealth of information, especially in the forums.

www.virtualpromote.com
Webmonkey

Webmonkey has extensive resources for web developers at every level and gives step-by-step information on search engine optimisation.

www.webmonkey.com
Free Web Presence

We all have something to promote, whether it’s yourself and your work, your organisation or local group and its services and products or your venue and its events, we could all do with a loud speaker now and again. The internet offers a fantastic opportunity to all businesses to compete on level footing so the question now is, how we achieve a web presence with a small budget. There are various free online tools, blogs, wikis or forums out there which can be used inconjunction with other off-line marketing and PR campaigns, to successfully help promote and raise the profile of you and your company allowing it to reach out and tap into wide new markets.  

FREE WEB PRESENCE

Beehive

The Beehive is a free to use website building and hosting system for the county’s not-for-profit community groups. We offer everything you need to build and maintain a fully featured website as part of a national network of several thousand groups. A really useful resource.

http://beehive.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk
Cabanova

Cabanova XL is a flash based online-application which allows every user to design his own flash website without any programming skills. Cabanova offers three website site builder packages: Free, Power and Premium. All three versions offer the same features; module and components but differ in the number of possible web pages, domain and hosted web space. 

www.cabanova.com
Community Website Builder

The Community Website Builder allows registered UK charities, non-profit making organisations and volunteer led groups or organisations to build and maintain their own website free of charge. To qualify for use of the free service your organisation must be from the UK, providing a clear benefit to the local community, and be one of the following:  1. Registered charities 2. Non-profit making organisations 3. Volunteer led groups or organisations.

www.communitykit.co.uk
Google Page Creator

Google Page Creator is a free online tool that makes it easy for anyone to create and publish useful, attractive web pages in just minutes. You don’t need any technical HTML knowledge; it uses a very user friendly environment i.e. what you see is what you'll get and your web pages will live on your own site at http://yoursitename.googlepages.com so no hosting required.
http://pages.google.com/-/about.html
Moonfruit

Moonfruit is an internet-based service which allows anyone to create a website. Its interface is easy to use for beginners, but it also offers tools for intermediate to advanced users. Many businesses also use the service. There are 5 levels of service: Free, Lite, Standard, Plus and Max. Each package offers tools such as message boards, jukeboxes, videos, directories, calendars, chat rooms and feedback forms. All use a drag-and-drop style interface called SiteMaker, which allows users template-free control over their websites. The free package is supported by advertising, and has the e-commerce tools disabled. Everything else is enabled. 

www.moonfruit.com
Squidoo

Squidoo is the world's most popular site for people who want to build a page about their passions. Highlight books, blogs, vids, online shops, or just spread the word about stuff you love. Bonus: you raise money (for you or charity) at the same time! It's fast, free, and super easy. (Pssst: it only takes 4.2 minutes to get started...)

www.squidoo.com
Weeby
Web creation made easy. Create your website, fast, free, easy, now. With Weeby you can: Create a free website & blog, switch designs on the fly, drag and drop interface, buy a new domain instantly, or host your existing domain for free.

www.weeby.com
A wiki is computer software that allows users to easily create, edit and link web pages. Wikis are often used to create collaborative websites, power community websites, and are increasingly being installed by businesses to provide affordable and effective intranets or for use in knowledge management.

Wetpaint - Wiki 

Combining the best of wikis, blogs, and forums, Wetpaint is the canvas where everyone gets a brush. From personal expression to collaboration, Wetpaint empowers you to connect with others on whatever you're passionate about. Wetpaint works by getting the technology out of the way. Creating a free site, contributing content and connecting is fast and familiar - you don't have to learn anything you don't already know how to do.

www.wetpaint.com
WikiSource

Wikisource is a collaborative project building a library of free content texts using the wiki process. Everyone is welcome to join in! So far, our collection contains 56,425 text units. You can create and edit texts at Wikisource right now. If you haven't done so already, you may want to create an account, which provides a range of benefits.

http://en.wikisource.org
Microsoft Office Live

Microsoft Office Live Basics is the easy way to get started on the If you have always wanted your own Web site, Microsoft Office Live Small Business has just made it easier — much easier. You will receive a free domain name and Web hosting, easy-to-use Web site design tools, 500 MB of Web site storage space, 25 company-branded e-mail accounts and Web site reports.

http://office.microsoft.com/en-gb/officelive/FX101534261033.aspx
SOCIAL NETWORKING WEBSITES:

Bebo

Bebo is an online social media network similar in format to MySpace, Xanga, Facebook, and Yahoo! 360.

www.bebo.com
Facebook

Facebook is a social utility that connects people with friends and colleagues who work, study and live around them. People use Facebook to keep up with friends, network, share information, arrange events, and learn more about the people they meet.

www.facebook.com
Examples:

Axis - The online resource for contemporary art:

www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=19498557296&ref=mf
Voluntary Arts Network 

www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=6562320932
Aberdeen International Youth Festival 

www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=4566433660
LinkedIn

LinkedIn is an online network of more than 17 million experienced professionals from around the world, representing 150 industries. When you join, you create a profile that summarizes your professional accomplishments. Your profile helps you find and be found by former colleagues, clients, and partners. You can add more connections by inviting trusted contacts to join LinkedIn and connect to you. Your network consists of your connections, your connections’ connections, and the people they know, linking you to thousands of qualified professionals.

www.linkedin.com
Myspace

MySpace is a popular social networking website offering an interactive, user-submitted network of friends, personal profiles, blogs, groups, photos, music and videos. MySpace profiles for musicians are different from normal profiles in that artists are allowed to upload up to five MP3 songs. Unsigned musicians can use MySpace to post, promote and sell music, which has proven popular among MySpace users.

www.myspace.com
For a more comprehensive list of Social Networking Websites please use a search engine or visit Wikipedia and search for “List of Social Networking Websites”.

http://en.wikipedia.org
BLOGS AND BLOGGING:

Blogger

One of the best-known free blogging websites is Blogger. Blogger, a Google company, offers a one-stop solution to all your blogging needs. You create an account, choose a blog name, write a blog, and hey presto you’re a blogger! 

www.blogger.com   
British Blog Directory

BRITBLOG is a blog directory solely for British bloggers from all over the world. British Blogs are categorised by both geographical location and by category, so it should be easy to locate the British blogs that are of interest to you.

www.britblog.com
Community Server

Community Server is a community collaboration platform that consists of a core blog, forums, photo gallery, and file sharing system. Plain and simple: Community Server is a social networking platform built to help you communicate more effectively with your customers. It helps you participate in the conversations that your customers are already having about your products or services. 

http://communityserver.org
Typepad

TypePad is the premier blogging service and the largest paid blogging service in the world, hosting the world’s leading blogs and small business websites. Whether you’re a first-time blogger or a seasoned pro, TypePad can help you create a great-looking blog in minutes. Monthly or annual subscription required.

www.typepad.com
Wordpress

WordPress is a state-of-the-art semantic personal publishing platform with a focus on aesthetics, web standards, and usability. What a mouthful. WordPress is both free and priceless at the same time. More simply, WordPress is what you use when you want to work with your blogging software, not fight it.

www.wordpress.org
Xanga

Xanga is a free Web-based service that hosts weblogs, photoblogs, videoblogs, audioblogs, and social networking profiles and is popular around the globe. Each site is officially called a "Xanga Site", commonly referred to as a "Xanga". The Xanga users themselves are often referred to as "Xangans". Users are allowed to post any number of weblog entries per day, and may also customize how their Xanga looks using pre-made templates or custom HTML. Xanga sites are most commonly used as personal journals.

www.xanga.com
PHOTO SHARING:

Flickr

Flickr - almost certainly the best online photo management and sharing application in the world - has two main goals: 1. We want to help people make their photos available to the people who matter to them. 2. We want to enable new ways of organizing photos.

www.flickr.com
www.flickr.com/photos/23378406@N00/sets/ (Abdn Artists)

Photobucket

Photobucket is an image hosting, video hosting, slideshow creation and photo sharing website. Upload all your photos, videos, and images for free. Make photo slide shows to share pics with friends. Host and share videos with us - we are one of the most popular video hosting sites in the world. Plus, find and share the best MySpace icons for profile layouts.

www.photobucket.com
Picasa 

Picasa is a software application for organizing and editing digital photos. Picasa has file importing and tracking features, as well as tags and collections for further sorting. It also offers several basic photo editing functions, including color enhancement, red eye reduction and cropping. Other features include slide shows, printing and image timelines. Images can also be prepared for external use, such as for e-mailing or printing, by reducing file size and setting up page layouts. There is also integration with online photo printing services.

http://picasa.google.com
For a more comprehensive list of Photo Sharing websites please use a search engine or visit Wikipedia and search for “Online Photo Sharing Websites”.

http://en.wikipedia.org
VIDEO SHARING: 

YouTube

YouTube is a popular video sharing website where users can upload, view, and share video clips. The wide variety of site content includes movie and TV clips and music videos, as well as amateur content such as video blogging and short original videos. YouTube has also become a means of promoting bands and their music. One such example is OK Go which got a huge radio hit and an MTV Video Music Awards performance out of the treadmill video for Here It Goes Again.

www.youtube.com
Google Video

Google Video is a free video sharing and video search engine service from Google that allows anyone to upload video clips to Google's web servers as well as make their own media available free of charge; some videos are also offered for sale through the Google Video Store. Users can search and play these uploaded videos directly from the Google Video website, as well as download video files and remotely embed them on their web pages.

http://video.google.co.uk
Yahoo! Video

Yahoo! Video has the ability to upload and share video clips to Yahoo! Video's web servers. It has combined a traditional video search engine, which crawls and links off to videos on different web sites, with a Web 2.0 service that allows users to upload, share, tag, and host their videos on Yahoo!, offering an embedded player experience like YouTube or Google Video.

http://video.yahoo.com
For a more comprehensive list of Video Sharing websites please use a search engine or visit Wikipedia and search for “List of Video Sharing Websites”.

http://en.wikipedia.org
SOCIAL BOOKMARKING:

Social bookmarking allows users to save and categorise a personal collection of bookmarks and share them with others. This is different to using your own browser bookmarks which are available using the menus within your web browser. It is not only very handy as you can access your ‘favourites’ from wherever you are in the world but is also a great way of finding other people and website that have the same interest as your own. 

Del.icio.us 

Del.icio.us (pronounced as "delicious") is a social bookmarking web service for storing, sharing, and discovering web bookmarks. The primary use of del.icio.us is to store your bookmarks (or “favourite” list) online. It allows you to both access and add bookmarks from any computer in the world. On del.icio.us, you can use tags to organize and remember your bookmarks, which is a much more flexible system than folders. You can also use del.icio.us to see the interesting links that your friends and other people bookmark, and share links with them in return. You can even browse and search del.icio.us to discover the cool and useful bookmarks that everyone else has saved.

http://del.icio.us
ma.gnolia

Find web sites with Ma.gnolia's social bookmarking online community. Organize bookmarks, search other people's favorites and make friends and contacts online. Keeping your bookmarks on a website allows you to access your favorite websites from anywhere as well as being able to see what other people have found and share bookmarks with your friends. Seeing who has the same interests as you.

http://ma.gnolia.com

GROUPS & FORUMS:

Forum Up

Forum Up is an Internet place where people can write and exchange information. Anyone, even with no experience can open a Forum and discuss his/her favourite subject with other people with the same interests. This is a community! Opening a forum with us is free and easy. You can shape your forum through the admin panel and you are NOT required to be a master in HTML or PHP!!!

www.forumup.com
Google Groups

Google Groups is a free service from Google where groups of people have discussions about common interests. Internet users can find discussion groups related to their interests and participate in threaded conversations, either through the Google Groups web interface, or by e-mail.

http://groups.google.com
Yahoo! Groups

Yahoo! Groups operate as both electronic mailing lists and Internet forums. Group messages can be posted and read by e-mail or on the Group homepage, like a web forum. It’s where people with a shared interest meet, get to know each other, and stay informed. Your group gives you instant access to: 1. Shared message archives. 2. Photos and photo albums. 3. Group event calendars. 4. Member polls and shared links, and best of all, it’s free. Wide range of creative industries related groups i.e. fine art, craft, music etc, etc 

http://groups.yahoo.com/
STOCK IMAGES:

iStockphoto

iStockphoto® is the world's preeminent collection of member-generated royalty-free images, at the world's best prices. There are no subscription fees or extra costs. A supplier of Stock Photography, Vector illustrations, Flash Files, and Videos, at reasonable prices.

www.istockphoto.com
Stock Xchng

Whether you just want to browse our huge image gallery or want to share your personal photos with others, this is the site for you! The gallery contains over 250,000 quality stock photos. So if you need a wallpaper for your desktop, a picture for your commercial website, graphic for your advertisement campaign or simply looking for inspiration? Have a look around.

www.sxc.hu
AFFORDABLE COMPUTER SOFTWARE & HARDWARE:

Charity Technology Exchange

Through the Charity Technology Exchange programme, eligible UK-based charities are able to choose from over 140 donated technology products from companies such as Microsoft, Symantec and Cisco. The products include operating system software and server software, security software and hardware products such as switches, routers, wireless equipment and firewalls. 

www.ctxchange.org
Pugh Computers 

Pugh Computers Ltd. established in 1981 is one of the leading suppliers of software to the education, charities, students and staff sectors. Through the close working relationship with suppliers such as Adobe, Pugh Competrs Ltd develop purchasing programmes that meet the needs of establishments and deliver software at low costs e.g. Dreamweaver CS3 for £160.

www.pugh.co.uk
