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1. Background


Alford Academy is the smallest secondary school in Aberdeenshire with a roll of 556 and serves a catchment area of approximately 500 square miles, from Dunecht in the East to Strathdon in the West. The school promotes equality and has participated in a number of Expressive Arts projects and residencies. It also enjoys strong links with the Scottish Sculpture Workshop based in Lumsden.   


Arts Across the Curriculum is an innovative approach to teaching, combining the skills of artist and teacher to inspire learning and bring the curriculum to life.


The Arts Across the Curriculum concept drew on the experiences of education in the USA.  The Scottish Arts Council, in partnership with the former Scottish Executive’s Future Learning and Teaching (FLaT) program, developed a distinctly Scottish model of how the arts can be used to teach the curriculum in Scottish schools by teachers and artist working collaboratively.  The teacher and artist use their respective specialist knowledge to plan and deliver lessons jointly in order to enhance learning and teaching.


Teachers and professional artists team-teach in the classroom to deliver learning outcomes in the curriculum areas the teacher has identified.  The artist and teacher plan the lesson together using their respective skills to help pupils learn and understand.  

Background Information on Arts Across the Curriculum

Scottish Arts Council: ‘The Art of Learning’ publication demonstrates how the arts and creativity can be used across the curriculum.  http://www.scottisharts.org.uk/1/information/publications/1006363.aspx
The Chicago Arts Partnership in Education  http://www.capeweb.org/
2. Vision & Context


This Arts Across the Curriculum in Mathematics project is open to all art disciplines.  The aim of the project is for an artist and teacher to use their respective specialist knowledge to plan and deliver jointly a series of lessons, using the arts to enhance learning and teaching within the Maths curriculum.  There may be an opportunity for the artist to work within the department of their own discipline.


The aim is to:

· enhance the Curriculum for Excellence (Entitlements), in particular supporting maths and numeracy with an active and creative approach to learning. 

The objectives are to: 
· enhance pupils’ achievement, and motivation to learn; 

· support and develop the skills of teachers to work collaboratively and creatively (new approaches to teaching);  

· encourage links between different areas of learning and interdisciplinary working; 

· explore expressive arts as a delivery mechanism across the curriculum; 

· help pupils to gain greater insight into the arts and creativity;
· allow pupils the confidence to experiment and develop the link between creativity and problem solving.
The project will be structured through a steering group collaboration between Cultural Co-ordinator, Principal Teacher and artist and directed by the school timetable.

3. Artist’s Role


Alford Academy, in partnership with the Arts Education team, is looking for an artist who has the ability to work creatively with teachers of Maths in planning and delivering subject outcomes.  Lessons will be delivered using the ‘integrated curricular lesson’ (ICL) as a method to delivering the Arts Across the Curriculum concept.


The project is envisaged to be 2 days a week (Monday and Tuesday) for 9 weeks from Monday 18 January to Tuesday 16 March 2010, with an additional day for completing final report and feedback session. 


Two classes, one in S3 and one in S4, have been selected to participate in the project.  


The topics under consideration are:  Ratio, Similarity, Fraction, Perspective, Golden Ratio, Geometry, and Symmetry. 
4. Funding and Contractual Details


Arts Development will formally contract the artist, who will be employed on a freelance basis, responsible for his/her own tax and insurance.   The artist will report to Head of Faculty on day to day basis, and a steering group made up of the Depute Head Teacher, Cultural Co-ordinator, and Head of Faculty.

A fee of £3,200 has been allocated for an artist to carry out this project.  This sum includes all artist’s fees, travel, accommodation and consultation materials costs. 


Weekly planning meetings in school are incorporated into the project.  The artist will report to the Cultural Co-ordinator on a regular basis.

The artist will produce a final report, format will be agreed by the Depute Head Teacher, Cultural Co-ordinator, Head of Faculty and the artist.

The project is expected to begin on the 18 of January, once the Disclosure Scotland Check has been processed, with a completion date of end March 2010.  
5. Application Procedure  


Artists are invited to submit the following to Katherine Maclean (contact details below):

· a CV demonstrating creative and expressive skills and evidence of commitment to working as an artist. The ability to relate to different groups and people with varying skill levels and ages will be required.

· a suggested approach to the project, indicating how your art form, knowledge and experience will support Maths in one of the following topic areas: Ratio, Similarity, Fraction, Perspective, Golden Ratio, Geometry, and Symmetry.    
· visual documentation of previous, relevant work submitted on CD (NOT DVD) of up to 10 images as jpegs or Power Point presentation saved to be shown through a PC computer. Please ensure the jpegs are no larger than 300kb to ensure they can be opened easily. Please do not submit original work (unless we can keep it).
· A numbered and titled list with the images.

Aberdeenshire Council cannot accept responsibility for non-delivery and advise applicants to use a recorded delivery system.


Applicants should ensure that their applications arrive by the deadline date Friday 6 November 2009.  Applications which arrive after the deadline date will not be considered.  Up to three artists will be invited for an informal interview. The panel reserves the right not to appoint any applicant. 

6. Application Structure

Short listed artists will be invited to an informal interview on Thursday 26 or Friday 27 November at Alford Academy.  Please send all applications to Katherine Maclean, Cultural Co-ordinator (contact details below)

7. The Working Structure

Once an artist has been selected the project will commence with a preparation meeting where a project plan will be agreed.  The artist will be required to undergo an enhanced Disclosure Scotland Check.  The artist will be expected to begin on Monday 18 January, once enhanced Disclosure Scotland clearance is received.
Where artists have spent a period of 3 months or more in an overseas country within the last 5 years it will also be necessary for the individual to provide an Overseas Criminal Record Check.  This check is in addition to a Disclosure Scotland check, as Disclosure Scotland currently cannot access overseas criminal records or other relevant information as part of their service.  
The fee will be structured as follows:
40% on signing of contract and commencement of project, subject to Disclosure Scotland check

30%  end February 2010

30% on completion of final report 

The deadline for submissions is Friday 6 November 2009
8.
Project Contact/Application Contact


Project Contact


Sylvia Munro


Principal Teacher (Faculty) Maths


Alford Academy


Murray Terrace, Alford


Aberdeenshire AB33 8PY


Telephone 019755 62251 


Application Contact


Katherine Maclean


Cultural Co-ordinator, Arts Development

Aberdeenshire Council


Education, Learning & Leisure


1st Floor, Woodhill House


Westburn Road,  Aberdeen       AB16 5GB


Telephone :  01224 664364
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