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Arts Festival call for artists
The COAST Festival will celebrate creative talent over the Spring Bank Holiday, 28th to 30th May 2010, with its third consecutive event in Banff and Macduff. For artists the Festival offers a variety of opportunities to showcase and sell their work whatever their discipline.
The Board is now looking for artists or groups of artists who would like to exhibit as part of the Festival. There will be opportunities to show and sell work, to create hands-on activities and to meet other artists. This will provide artists with an ideal platform to showcase their work to a large audience.  COAST will support artists through help with sourcing a venue and with publicity. All exhibitions or workshops will be listed in our Festival programme.

The first minister, Alex Salmond is supporting the COAST Festival of the Visual Arts (Banff and Macduff) call to artists to take part in its 2010 programme. First Minister and Banff & Buchan MP Alex Salmond said:

"I was honoured to officially open last year's COAST Festival and was hugely impressed by the talented artists who attended. The 2010 Festival promises to be even better and I would like to encourage artists to rise to the challenge and support this popular event."
The Art Fair in particular has proved to be a great success over the last two years, attracting over 2000 visitors as one of the main attractions of the Festival. Both participating artists and visitors alike have given very positive feedback of their experience. Artists are encouraged to apply for a space.
The Fair will be based at Macduff Town Hall; a prominent building in a central harbour location, with free on-road parking. The Main Hall will be professionally converted to provide exhibition space for 23 artists through the installation of a shell scheme of interlocked panels, providing an 8ft x 16ft display area per artist.

Set up will take place from the morning of Friday 28th May (Thursday 27th evening set up may also be available), the event will preview on the evening of Friday 28th May and the Fair will then be open Saturday and Sunday, with take-down taking place on Sunday evening. Artists must be available to attend the Festival; to set up, man their own stand and to take down.

To apply, artists should initially contact the Festival Manager (details below). The deadline for applications will be 12th February 2010. A selection panel will meet and artists will be notified of decisions by the end of February 2010. If successful, artists are required to pay a flat fee of £50 + VAT to reserve their space and in addition, commission of 20%+VAT will be payable on all sales*

Please note, COAST receives more applications than can be exhibited and are seeking a balanced selection of work, therefore not all applicants will be successful.


Please send your expression of interest to:

Jenny Ebdy, Festival Manager, Macduff Art Centre, 
39 Clergy Street, Macduff, AB44 1LP

E: info@coastfestival.org.uk

Jennifer Ebdy takes up post as COAST Festival Manager
Jenny originally trained in theatre design and worked as a freelance designer. Recently in Moray, Jenny has Established an arts charity, set up the Elgin Film Club and managed over 30 projects and events in the community and beyond.
Jenny will bring her experience to the Coast arts festival and can be contacted if you would like to: Volunteer to help out, or run an event. Submissions are also required for the annual Arts Fair, see main press release above. 

“I am particularly pleased to be involved with the COAST Festival, which is a wonderful opportunity to bring together locals and visitors alike, of all ages, to celebrate and enjoy the visual arts in all its forms. I aim to make May 28th to 30th 2010 in Banff and Macduff an unforgettable weekend for the whole family.”  JE

Macduff Arts Centre, 39 Clergy Street, Macduff, AB44 1LP

t; 01261 833819  m; 07976 040180 

email; info@coastfestival.org.uk
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Duff House is a key partner in Coast. It is managed by Aberdeenshire Council and run as a five star visitor attraction in partnership with the building’s owner Historic Scotland and The National Galleries of Scotland who provide the permanent collection of fine paintings and period furniture. During COAST 2010 Duff House will be showing "The Coast Road Diaries 2007- 09", an exhibition of new work by Scottish artist Kate Downie RSA. 
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